
City/Region
LEADER-TELEGRAM

Obituaries — 2B

Menomonie council — 3B

Local briefs — 4B

Contact: Local News Editor Gary Johnson    �    715-833-9211    �    800-236-7077    �    gary.johnson@ecpc.com

 B 
 Tuesday 

 June   16 ,  2009 

By Megan Parker
Special to the Leader-Telegram

DURAND — When Pat Bauer 
retired from dairy farming 11 years ago, 
he asked God what he should do next.

His answer came in the form of a 
4-month-old black Shetland pony he 
bought for his granddaughter Shelby. 
She named the filly Charlie.

Pat’s wife, Patty, was working as 
director of nursing at Oakview Care 
Center in Durand. She suggested Pat bring Char-
lie by so the nursing home residents could see the 
pony out in the yard.

She was in her office one day when she heard 
hooves clip-clopping down the hall.

“My stomach hit the floor,” Patty said. “I just 
knew it was him.”

Pat had led Charlie up to the nurs-
ing home door, gave her a shove on the 
butt, and in she went.

After 10 years and more than 300 vis-
its to 52 nursing homes, Pat and Charlie 
don’t plan to stop making rounds any-
time soon.

Pat, 75, said Charlie isn’t nervous 
inside, and only once did she pee on a 
nursing home floor.

“It acts like a horse when it’s in the 
pasture. When it gets inside it acts like a dog,” 
Patty said.

Charlie, who will turn 10 on June 25, wasn’t 
always so domesticated. Pat bought her from 
a man dying of cancer. He didn’t have time to 
socialize her.

Horseplay

Staff photo by Steve Kinderman
Velma Berg, a resident of Dove Healthcare in Eau Claire, greeted Charlie during 
the pony’s visit to the nursing home. 

Man takes Shetland pony on nursing home visits

Staff photo by Steve Kinderman
David Power, left, and Andy Detra of the David Power Group entertained a lunch-hour crowd Monday during a Jazz at Noon concert on the UW-Eau Claire 
Campus Mall. The free, hour-long concerts will be offered daily through June 26. The university also offers Music on the Mall at 7 p.m. Mondays through 
July 27.

Midday music

By Christena T. O’Brien
Leader-Telegram

Beginning July 1, long-
time Memorial High School 
Principal Tim Leibham will 
take over as the Eau Claire 
school district’s executive 
director of administration. 

Leib-
ham had 
accepted 
the posi-
tion ear-
lier this 
month, but 
the school 
board on 
Monday 
unanimously approved the 
job change. He will suc-
ceed John Wallace, who is 
retiring. 

Leibham was named 
principal in April 1998. 
Before that he worked as 
interim principal after for-
mer Principal Brenda Finn 
took a job at Chippewa Val-
ley Technical College.

Leibham, who had been 
an assistant principal at 
Memorial for four years, 
previously had been an 
assistant principal and at-
risk coordinator at Tomah 
High School and a social 
sciences teacher at Chittix 
Junior High School in Nor-
mal, Ill.

In other personnel-
related action, the board 
approved reassigning Tim 
Skutley, an assistant prin-
cipal at DeLong Middle 
School, to work at both 
DeLong and Northstar 
middle schools on a half-
time basis for the 2009-10 
school year.

Earlier this year, the 
board voted to eliminate an 
interim associate principal 
position at Northstar and 
reassign a DeLong adminis-
trator to serve both schools 
because of a projected mul-
timillion-dollar budget 
shortfall. 

In other action Monday 
the board approved:

� A proposal to have 
elementary-age athletes 
pay to participate in Spe-
cial Olympics based on 
the middle school athletic 
fee schedule. That means 
those athletes would pay 
$40 per quarter to par-
ticipate, with adjustments 
made for the economically 
disadvantaged.

� A contract with CESA 
6 for Web-site-hosting 
services for $2,500 for 
2009-10.

The service will allow 
Web sites for all district 
schools to have a common 
look and organization.

School
district
position
filled
Board approves
principal’s move

By Chris Vetter
Chippewa Falls News Bureau

CHIPPEWA FALLS 
— An Eau Claire man 
accused of pouring more 
than a gallon of gasoline 
throughout his ex-fian-
cee’s apartment in Chip-
pewa Falls last month was 
arrested Friday night in 
Eau Claire.

Leigh M. Beebe, 28, was 
taken into custody after a 
traffic stop near a home at 
2407 E. Lexington Blvd., 
where it believed he was 
staying, said Eric Larsen, 
deputy chief with the Eau 
Claire Police Department.

Beebe did not resist 
arrest, Larsen said.

The gas-pouring inci-
dent occurred May 16 at 
339 Olive St., on the West 
Hill of Chippewa Falls, 
and a warrant was issued 
for Beebe’s arrest. How-
ever, law enforcement 
had been unsuccessful in 
tracking down Beebe for 
nearly a month.

Chippewa Falls Police 
Chief Wayne Nehring 
is pleased Beebe is in 
custody.

“It was a matter of try-
ing to find his where-
abouts,” Nehring said. 
“Officers were aware he 
had gone into hiding. But

it was just 
a matter of 
time.”

Beebe, 
2760½ 
Third 
St., was 
charged 
earlier 
this month 

with felony attempted 
arson and misdemeanor 
counts of criminal damage 
to property and bail jump-
ing stemming from the 
incident. He is being held 
in the Eau Claire County 
Jail.

If convicted on all 
counts, Beebe could face 
nearly 30 years in prison 
and $70,000 in fines.

“The crime he is 
charged with is very seri-
ous, and he needs to go 
before a judge on it,” Neh-
ring said.

Nehring said the arrest 
is a sign of improved tech-
nology and information 
sharing between police 
departments.

“Sooner or later, (a sus-
pect) will have contact 
with a law enforcement 
officer,” Nehring said.

According to the crimi-
nal complaint:

Department
sharing aids
in man’s arrest

Beebe
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Teen sentenced to prison
for automobile theft, chase
By Kevin Murphy
Leader-Telegram correspondent

MADISON — The first of three 
youths who ran away from the Eau 
Claire Academy, stole a car and were 
caught during a police chase in Dane 
County was sentenced Monday.

Kirk Levin, 17, of Eau Claire will 
spend 15 months in state prison.

Levin, Richard J. Bianco, 17, of Eau 
Claire and Brentt Kuruz, 17, of Rice 
Lake, were charged in Dane County 
Circuit Court with felony operating a 
motor vehicle without the owner’s con-
sent after stealing a Saturn on March 13.

Bianco pleaded guilty May 22 and 
will be sentenced July 9.

Kuruz was scheduled Monday, at the 
request of his attorney, to undergo a 
mental competency evaluation. No fur-
ther court dates have been set.

Corey Stephan, assistant district 
attorney in Dane County, didn’t dis-
close why Levin or the other youths 
were at Eau Claire Academy but said 
Levin had fled residential treatment 
centers three other times.

“This was no four-hour joyride. This 
was an organized plan to flee from 
one jurisdiction to another, where they 
would sustain themselves with crimi-
nal activity,” said Stephan, who recom-
mended a 3½-year sentence for Levin.

Levin’s attorney, Mary Delaney, said 
her client suffers from undiagnosed 
mental health issues and perhaps bi-
polar disorder. She asked Dane County 
Judge Daniel Moeser to place Levin on 
probation and allow him to live with 
his mother and fianceé in Iowa.

Moeser said the dangerous situ-
ations Levin has been in coupled 
with rape fantasies required him to 
impose prison in order to protect the 
community.

“I don’t like to put someone so young

in prison, but if you were 30 years 
old and did what you did you would 
be locked up for the rest of your life,” 
said Moeser, who also placed Levin on 
two years of extended supervision and 
ordered him to make restitution in an 
amount to be determined for the sto-
len car.

Moeser called Levin “a mixed bag … 
very intelligent and troubled; articu-
late and out of control at times.”

According to the criminal complaint:
The teens first stole a screwdriver 

and hammer from a Chippewa Falls 
Kmart so they could steal cars but 
instead found a vehicle in a movie the-
ater parking lot. The car was unlocked 
with the keys in the visor.

They headed south and were 
arrested by Cottage Grove police after 
leading police on a 25-mile chase, dur-
ing which speeds exceeded 100 mph.

Bianco drove the car over stop 
spikes but continued until sparks and 
heat from the car’s wheels ignited plas-
tic panels on the car.

Murphy is a freelance writer from 
Madison.

This was an organized 
plan to flee from one 
jurisdiction to another, 
where they would sustain 
themselves with criminal 
activity.
— Corey Stephan, Dane County 

assistant district attorney

Leibham
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50 Years

Wilfred Bauer, 
left, of Eau Galle 
helped his brother, 
Pat, unload 
Pat’s Shetland 
pony Charlie on 
April 16 at Dove 
Healthcare in Eau 
Claire. Pat Bauer 
and his pony have 
visited 59 nursing 
homes the past 
10 years.
Staff photo 
by Steve Kinderman

Rural/Visits turn mischievous
Pat brought her home 

and led her around the 
yard with a rope.

He worked with Charlie 
on walking up and down 
stairs. She prefers going 
up.

“She likes elevators,” Pat 
said.

In 2000, Pat and Char-
lie’s nursing home visits 
were featured on KSTP-
TV in the Twin Cities. 
The segment also aired 
on ABC’s “Good Morn-
ing America.” The expo-
sure led to many invites 
from throughout western 
Wisconsin and eastern 
Minnesota.

Charlie’s visits last for 
about an hour. Pat leads 
her into residents’ rooms, 
where she gets nuzzled, 
kissed and fed snacks.

“Her favorite food in the 
nursing home is graham 
crackers,” Patty said.

Lola Scott, director of 
recreational activities at 
Fairview Seminary Home 
in Red Wing, Minn., lets 
residents ride Charlie.

“You should see the 
thrill on the ladies’ faces 

when they get to go for a 
ride,” she said.

Pat and Charlie go room 
to room, Scott said.

“One lady, she couldn’t 
talk, but you could just see 
it in her face — the touch 
of the nose to the face just 
lit her up,” she said.

Pat becomes mischie-
vous during the visits.

“I never know what I’m 
going to do,” he said. “I 
like to come up behind the 
nurses and scare ‘em.”

One of his favorite jokes 
is to let Charlie rest her 
head on a counter while he 
asks for a Leinie’s beer.

“I’m pretty high when 
I get home at night. I’m 
happy as can be,” Pat said.

In the small-town nurs-
ing homes Pat visits, many 
residents grew up on 
farms. Some recall doing 
fieldwork with horses. 
“Residents say, ‘I love that 
smell,’ ” Pat said.

Pat and Charlie make 
their rounds a couple of 
times a month during the 
winter. Pat hauls Charlie 
to two or three nursing 
homes a day to save on 
fuel costs. When he stops 
for lunch, he offers pony 

rides for children in the 
parking lot.

Pat and Charlie also 
have visited schools and 
participated in Palm 
Sunday processions at 
churches.

Pat enjoys making the 
residents’ day, and he said 
they talk about his visit for 
days afterward.

“You try to give some-
one joy and you get more 
in return,” he said.

Sociable Pat loves to 
have people around. He 
was the youngest of 11 

children and he and Patty, 
who have been married for 
40 years, have 12 children 
and 22 grandchildren.

“A stranger is a friend 
you haven’t met yet,” Pat 
said.

Patty quickly replied: 
“There aren’t many strang-
ers left in your world.”

Parker writes for The 
Country Today, a rural life 
newspaper published by the 
Eau Claire Press Co. She 
can be reached at 800-236-
4004, ext. 3867 or megan.
parker@ecpc.com. 
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